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The Emirates Standardized Test

EmSAT Advantage Arabic Language
Grades: 4, 6, 8, and 10

Test Specifications: EmSAT Arabic Language Advantage is a computer-based standardized exam that
aims at measuring Arabic Language skills development for Arabic-speaking students in the UAE. The
test is administered every year for students in grades 4, 6, 8, and 10. The test is constructed based on
the national standards of Arabic Language teaching and assessment. (Appendix 1: National Standards
of Arabic Language teaching and assessment and standards performance indicators)

The exam consists of three main sections; those are:

1.

Section One: Reading. This section comprises reading texts that are informational, narrative,
or nonlinear (infographic, biography, weather forecast, etc.). After reading the text, the
student answers a number of multiple-choice questions that measure students’ performance
indicators as per the reading skill assessment standards in appendix 1.

Section Two: Language Structure and Vocabulary. This section comprises a number of
multiple-choice questions that measure students' skills in grammar, morphology and spelling,
as well as their knowledge of high-frequency words according to their age group. The
appropriateness of vocabulary to the national culture and its usefulness to the academic
content have been checked.

Section Three: Writing. This section consists of one writing task. Students will use a computer
keyboard to write a text that is descriptive, narrative, expository, or persuasive. This section
accounts for 30% of the exam overall score.

The exam is administered in two separate sessions: One session for the first and second sections
and another session only for the writing section.

Exam timing Section three (writing): 50 minutes.

All grades | 100 minutes in total
Sections one and two: 50 Minutes.

Exam content All grades | Reading, Language Structure & Vocabulary, and

Writing.

Question types All grades | Multiple-Choice questions and one writing question.

Number of questions All grades | 35-45 questions.

Writing Section — Writing type | Grade 8 Writing an expository text.

Grade 4 Writing a descriptive text.
Grade 6 Writing a narrative text.

Grade 10 | Writing a persuasive text.
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Assessment domains in all three sections of EmSAT focus on measuring students’ skills as per the

following table:

Assessment Domains

Main Skills

Sub-Skills

Reading Skill

Understanding reading texts and the information
contained in them as well as being able to retrieve
information. Analyzing ideas in the reading texts and
making inferences from them. Integrating, interpreting
and combining ideas in the reading texts. Evaluating
ideas and critiquing content in reading texts.

Writing Skill

Focusing and organization of ideas.

Cohesion of ideas.

Employing grammar rules.

Employing techniques of narration, dialogue, and plot in
writing narrative texts.

Employing pieces of evidence and supporting details in
writing informational texts.

Language Structure and Vocabulary

Acquiring and using vocabulary.
Employing grammar and morphology rules.
Spelling.

The language structure topics in EmSAT Arabic Language Advantage vary for grades (4-6-8-10). The
table below summarizes them:

Grade 10 Grade 8

Topics

<

\/

Nominal Sentence el oz

\/

Alaall Aazell

w:l."(‘_vb.\i

ﬁ)_'zjl Qlj.}i

Lels>y O Uexr

Lelsls &) alen

Pronouns aleaill Sldall

il el

< | <2 2| 2| 2| <2| <| <

Plural el
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Singular 5,2l

Gl

Adverb Jl=!

2oLyl

suadl |=1i>i

Adjectives il

Conjunctions alaall

Apposition Juadl

< | 2| 2| 2| 2| =<| =<2| <2 =<2

9 Tute Leghal clpade cuats & Jlasdl

Biss Tuiiea Leglial patd calnin pmis @1 JLasd!

Double Object Verbs

Tl Jlas¥)

EDES [N POR]

3llall Jyaall

Object 4; Jgasll

(al>Y) J Jgaall

Adverb (8,1a1) 4.8 Jgaall

Verb Forms Jaall ‘aL«é‘l

< | <2 2| 2| 2| <2| =<| =<

Al gl siles

S Aol s saaodl

Distinguishing between a sentence and a phrase

Al el ol

bl alendl ol,ed

Imperative verb a3l a8

e

Demonstratives 5,L&}¥! Lol

Relative pronouns gl s Lewd|

Active voice aglaoll ‘_5'\411
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Passive voice Jszall (gl

Interrogative alaiw¥| wgbul

Prohibition/Negative Command gl sgle

el gl

Imperative mood ¥l wglul

Exclamation cixa®!l ciglul

(lixall) Jelall el

(©lEal)) Jsasll !

(olinadl) agadl 2azall

Superlatives Juaaill @l

Time oLl el

Place ¢4 ous!

EE (] o

el ol

iall Jaall

Jaall Jaall

diosll 350a

aladll 830

alaill 550

Al gl 5yell

< | 2| 2| 2| 2| <2| <2| <2 2| 2| 2| 2| <2/ <2| <2| </ <2 =<2 =24 =<2

S5 ¥y Laals (5, s &1 eI

Laals Yy S5 BysT puas &1 LS

Words that have silent letters

L L § sl ¥ e,

J
V el s
N

\/ Punctuation marks ‘c._‘éj.l\ Sledle

J ] gy mlly SLI L3

Language Structure questions in the table above are constructed according to the sequence of learning
outcomes in the UAE Ministry of Education curriculum.
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To measure students’ levels in EmSAT, criterion-referenced scores are used based on students’ grade
levels. The table below illustrates those scores:

Grade
Achievement
Levels

Meaning
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Appendix 1: Performance Standards and Indicators:

National Standards of Arabic Language Teaching and Assessment in the UAE.

Main Assessment Performance Indicators
Domain Standards (Skills)

1- Understanding -Distinguishing between explicit and implicit meanings.
reading texts, -Distinguishing between literal and figurative meanings of
comprehending | words through context.
the information | _Employing knowledge of derivations to clarify words
contained in meanings and language structures.
them, and being -Explaining words and sentences through context and clues.

ablgto retrlgve -Extracting required information from the text.
the information.

Analyzing ideas | -Making connections between events and information in the
in the reading text.

texts and -Linking time and place with the main idea in the text and
making showing their effect.

inferences from | _analyzing events, characters, and information in the text.
them. -Analyzing the text from the author’s point of view and
through characters’ reactions.

-Combining ideas in the text to come up with a new idea.

Reading Skill

Integrating and | -Analyzing the elements of the informational text and its
explaining ideas | organizational features.

in the reading -Connecting the text sub-ideas.

text. -Analyzing the text chronologically.

- Inferring cause-and-effect relationship in the texts.
-Making comparisons for text content.

- Extracting supporting evidence from the text.

1-

Evaluating ideas | - Taking a stance based on the information and ideas

and critiquing contained in the text.

content in -Making a judgement about the ideas in the text.

reading texts. - Evaluating the adequacy of the evidence used in the text,
and their validity and relevance to the topic.

Focusing and -Using clear language.
organization. -Organizing the text (introduction, body paragraphs, and
conclusion) and using transitional words and phrases.
-Clarity and cohesion of ideas in the text.
-Identifying the focus point in writing.
-Logical progression of events and information.

2- Writing Skill

Cohesion of -Connecting a series of events and ideas.
ideas.
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-Identifying similarities and differences between two or more
topics.

- Connecting the parts to the whole and indicating their
importance in its formation.

-Providing place and time context in the written text.

7-

Employing
grammar rules
in writing.

-Committing to correct Arabic Language grammar.
- The writing is free of spelling errors.
-Correct use of punctuation marks.

Vocabulary and
style

-Having a wide range of vocabulary.
-Diversifying in meanings and composition techniques.
-Correctly employing figurative language.

Employing
techniques of
narration,
dialogue, and
plot in writing
narrative texts.

- Writing instructions or steps in a logical and correct sequence.
- Clearly describing a dialogue, event, or feeling.

- Making comparisons between events, characters, or ideas.
-Diversifying in writing styles.

3-Vocabulary and

Language Structure

Employing
pieces of
evidence and
supporting
details in writing
persuasive
texts.

Acquiring and
using
vocabulary.

-Supporting the text with appropriate data and evidence, or
appropriate personal experiences relevant to the topic.

-Re-ordering words to form a correct sentence.
-Choosing the most accurate alternative for the meaning of
the word.

Language
structure
(grammar,
morphology,
and spelling)

-Employing rules of grammar, morphology, and spelling.

Note: Diacritics on words are as follows:

-Grade 4: Diacritical marks are shown on all letters of the words in the texts, questions, and answer choices.
-Grade 6: Diacritical marks are shown on the last letter of all words in the texts, questions and answer choices.
-Grade 8: Diacritical marks are shown on the last letter of all words in the texts, questions and answer choices.
-Grade 10: Diacritical marks are shown only on words that could be confusing like: (@1A - Ga— @h - ula)
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Appendix 2: Sample of EmSAT Arabic Language Advantage questions:
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